CORRESPONDENCE                                   *,
internal communications, customs, commerce and the like, which must
necessarily continue to be matters of common interest between the
contracting parties.
The treaty shall also contain terms for safeguarding the rights of
minorities in the two States.
Immediately on the acceptance of this agreement by the Congress
and the League the two shall decide upon a common course of action
for the attainment of independence of India.
The League will however be free to remain out of any direct action
to which the Congress may resort and in which the League may not
be willing to participate.
If you do not agree to these terms, could you let me know in precise
terms what you would have me to accept in terms of the Lahore reso-
lution and bind myself to recommend to the Congress? If you could
kindly do this, I shall be able to see, apart from the difference in
approach, what definite terms I can agree to. In your letter of Septem-
ber 23, you refer to " the basic and fundamental principles embodied
in the Lahore resolution " and ask me to accept them. Surely this is
unnecessary when, as I feel, I have accepted the concrete consequence
that should follow from such acceptance.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI.
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MR JINNAH TO GANDHIJI
September 25, 1944.
DEAR MR GANDHI,
I am in receipt of your letter of September .24, and I thank you for
it. You have already rejected the basis and fundamental principles of
the Lahore resolution.
You do not accept that the Mussalmans of India are a nation. .
You do not accept that the Mussalmans have an inherent right of
self-determination.
You do not accept that they alone are entitled to -exercise this right
of theirs for self-determination.
You do not accept that Pakistan is composed of two zones, North-
West -and North-East, comprising six provinces, namely Sind, Baluchi-
stan North-West Frontier Province, the Punjab, Bengal and Assam,
subject to territorial adjustments that may be agreed upon, as indicated
in the Lahore resolution. The matter of demarcating and defining the
territories can be taken up after the fundamentals above-mentioned are
accepted, and for that purpose machinery may be set up by agreement.
You do not accept the provisions embodied in the Lahore resolution
li:or safeguarding the minorities, and yet in your letter under reply you
say: " With your assistance. I am exploring the possibilities of reaching